f the United States declared war
ainst Great Britain. Although
“had been known for mnearly a
ear before that date that the war
a5 inevitable, vet there had been
ut very little preparation for it.
or a long time after the war
égan it was for the most part car-
ed on by inexperienced men, both
the council and the field; and
the end of the vear 1812 the
erican army had accomplished
i of which it

reneral William Hull had been

Northwest; and after a bluff at in-
ading Canada, he had, within a
w weeks, surrendered the whole
the army under his command,
ith' headquarters at Detroit, fo
e British forces under General
rock, together with all of the Ter-
tory of Michigan. This left our
itire northwestern frontier un-
rotected, and exposed to the at-
cks of the British regulars, Can-
dian militia and Indians, com-
anded by General Brock, with
sadquarters at Malden, Canada,
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On June 18, 1812, the Congress-

ven command of the Army of the-

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.—“THE RIVER RAISIN.”

(By A. C. Quisenberry.)

no great distance from Detroit.
Hull had no Kentuekians under his
command, but at the time of his
surrender five regiments of Ken-
tucky troops had been raised, some
of them before and some im-
mediately after the declaration of

war, and these had just reached

Cincinnati, on their way to join
Hull at Detroit, when the news of
his disgraceful surrender reached
them. :

General William Henry Harri-
son, ‘‘the hero of Tippecanoe,”
was then placed-in command of the
Army of the Northwest, and the
plan of his campaign was to retake
Detroit and the whole of Michigan
and then to invade Canada, and de-
stroy the British army there. It
was late in the season when he as-
sumed command (September 24,
1812), and conditions were such
that it was several months before
he could assume the aggressive
policy upon which he had deter-
mined. On January 1, 1813, he was
occupying a defensive position
among the snows of the wilderness,
on the banks of the Maumee River,
in ‘Ohio, near where that river dis-
charges into Lake Frie, just south

Used with permission of the Kentucky Historical Society.
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“of the Michigan boundary line. He
then had under his command seven
thougand Kentuckians, together
with some militia from Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and Virginia. The Ken-
tuckians were commanded by Brig-
adier General James Winchester,
of the regular army, who had been
an officer in the Revolutionary
War, and was at that time a citi-
zen of Tennessee. These Kentuek-
ians composed the left wing of Har-
rison’s Army of the Northwest,
with headquarters at Fort Win-
chester, which was on the site of
the present city of Defiance, Ohio,
at the confluence of the Auglaize
and the Maumee Rivers. On De-
cember 25, 1812, General Harrison’s
headguarters were at Fort Ste-
phenson, then occupying the site
where the city of Fremont, Ohio,
now stands.

On December 30, 1813, General
Winchester left Fort Winchester,
and set out with his troops to
march to the Rapids of the Mau-
mee, and he despatehed TLeslie
Combs, of Clark County, Kentucky
(then a boy eighteen years old)
with a single guide, to convey in-
telligence of the movement to Gen-
eral Harrison; and voung Combs
traversed the trackless wilderness
for at least a hundred miles, en-
during privations which almost de-
stroved him, but delivering his
message safely, and receiving the
praise of his General. Winchester
reached the Rapids on January 16,
1813; and here messengers reached

him from the village of French-

town, on the River Raisin (now
Monroe, Michigan), bearing the
news that a body of Indians were

on the warpath for the purpose of
destroying the people of French-
town and ifs vicinity, and urgently
pleading for assistance. General
Harrison, the commander-in-chief,
was at Fort Stephenson, sixty miles
awayv, and could not be consulted
upon the matter; so a majority of
Winchester’s officers, in counecil
assembled, advised an immediate
march to Frenchtown, which was
nearly forty wiles away, and this
he decided to do.

On the morning of January 17,
1813, General Winchester detailed
Colonel William Lewis’s regiment
of 550 Kentucky militiamen, and
Colonel John Allen, with 110 men
from his regiment of Kentucky
Riflemen, to marchi to the relief
of Frenchtown. Lewis’s instruc-
tiong were ‘‘to attack the enemy,
beat them, and take possession of
Frenchtown, and hold it.”’

Frenchtown was go named be-
cause of the fact that its inhabi-
tants (about two hundred in num-
bher at that time) were of French
nationality. They were very loyal
to  the American Government,
under which they had been living
for vears. On account of the great
abundance of grapes which grew
along the banks of the stream upon
which the town was situated, they -
called that stream “‘La Riviere aux
Raisins,”” or the River Raisin. Two =
days after the surrender of Detroit
by General Hull, Frenchtown was
taken possession of by Colonel El- -
liott, of the British army, and had *
had more or less of a British gar- i

L

rison ever since; but the inhabi- ©
tants had not been given the pro- =
tection they had been promised. |

|




On January 18, 1813, the village
was garrisoned by 200 Canadian
militia, under Major Reynolds,
and about 400 Indians under Chiefs
Round-Head and  Walk-in-the-
- Water; and they had a howitzer in
- position. Colonel Lewis’s force
consisted, as already stated, of 660
Kentuekians, without artillery.
Karly on the morning of Jan-
uary 18 the Kentuckians crossed
Maumee Bay at the Western ex-
tremity of Lake Irie, upon the
solidly frozen ice, and advanced
rapidly upon Frenchtown in three
lines; the right composed of the
. companies of Captaing MeCracken,
Bledsoe and Matson, commanded by
Colonel Allen; the center composed

of the companies of Captains
. Hightower, Collier and Sebree,
. under Major Madison; the left

* composed of the companies of Cap-
. tains Hamilton, Kelly and Wil-
~ liams, commanded by Major Green,
and an advance guard was thrown
~ forward composed of the companies
' of Captains Hickman, Graves and
. James, led by (laptain Ballard as
. acting Major. Arriving at French-
- town, these troops formed in line
. of battle on the south side of the
. river, which they~crossed on the
. solidly frozen ice, in the face of a
- murderous  fire of musketry,
| charged gallantly up the river bank,
. leaped the pickets, dislodged the
‘enemy, and drove them back in
‘disastrous. defeat to the surround-
g forests, The Kentuckians pur-
uned the enemyv into the forest,
- where the fighting was very hot
rom 3 o’clock until dark.

The result of this day’s battle
s a complete vietory for the
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Kentuckians — who, as  General
Harrison stated in his official re-
port, ‘“‘amply supported the double
character of Kentuckians and
Americans.”” Their loss in the en-
gagement was twelve killed and
fifty-five wounded, among the lat-
ter being Captains Bland W. Bal-
lard, Paschal Hickman and Rich-
ard Matson. The enemy retreated
precipitately to Malden, Canada,
eighteen miles distant, and their
loss is not known. They left fif-
teen dead in the open field, (while
the hottest fighting was in the for-
est), and earried away their wound-
ed.

The Kentuckiang returned to the
village in the evening and encamped
for the might on the ground
which the enemy had occupied
within the picketed gardens, the
officers oceupying the same build-
ings in which the British officers
had heen quartered. That same
night Colonel Lewis despatched a
messenger to General Winchester,
with a report of the vietory, who
immediately sent an ‘express to
(Feneral Harrison with the news.
Winchester’s troops were in a fer-
ment of excitement, demanding to
be led at once to Frenchtown, the
place of the first land vietory of
the war. It was believed by all
that this vietory was the harbinger
of a series of successes that would
succeed each other until Detroit
should be regained and the enemy’s
headquarters at Malden taken, and
the disgrace of Hull’s surrender
thus wiped out. But it was clear
that Colonel Lewis’s position at
Frenchtown was a precarivus and




-

dangerous one, for mno one could
doubt that the British would at once
put forth every possible effort to
regain what had been lost, "and to
bar the further progress of the
Americans toward Detroit.

On January 19 General Winches-
ter, accompanied by Colonel Sam-
uel Wells, of the 17th United States
Infantry (a vegiment of “regu-
lars’’ which had been recruited en-
tirely in Kentucky), and about
three hundred men, marched from
his position on the Maumee, and ar-
rived at Frenchtown in the after-
noon of the next day. Here he
crossed the River Raisin, and en-
camped the troops in an open field
on the right of Colonel Lewis’s
forces. He disregarded Lewis’s
advice that the troops be encamped
within the picketed enclosure, on
the ground that these were “‘regu-
lars,”” and therefore entitled to the
post of honor on the right of the
position. General Winchester then
recrossed the river, and established
his headguarters at a house more
than a mile and a half from the
American lines. Colonel Wells
was left in command of the rein-
forcements, which consisted of
three companies of the 17th and
one company of the 19th Infantry;
and next day he was permitted to
return to the camp on the Maumee
on personal husiness.

“'olonel Henry Proctor, the Com-
mander of the British forces in that
cection, was at Malden, Canada,
when the British and Indians who
were defeated at Frenchtown on
January 18 fell back to that place;
and he made immediate prepara-
tions to retrieve the disaster. He
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assembled a force of about five hun-
dred British regunlars and Cana-
dian militia with six pieces of artil-
lery, and six hundred Indians under
Round-Head and  Walk-in-the-
Water. With these he advanced
to within twelve miles of French-
town on January 21, and that night
marched to the immediate vicinity
of the town. Owing to General
Winchester’s lack of vigilance,
Proctor’s troops and artillery
were ready for the assault the next
morning before their presence was
known to the Americans.

Tate in the afternoon of the 21st,
rumors reached General Winches-
ter that the British and Indians
were approaching from Malden in
great numbers, but it seems that he
gave no credence to the news. He
did not exercise much vigilance;
and, although the camp gentinels
were well posted, the roads lead-
ing into the town were left un-
picketed, owing to the bitteriy
cold weather.

Between 5 and 6 o’clock the next
morning (January 22, 1813), while
it was still dark, and just as the
reveille was heaten, a furious as-
<anlt was made upon the camp by |
an unknown foree of British troops

and velling savages, who showered

hombshells and canister upon |
the startled Americans. Well’s |
regulars in the open field were

driven in toward Lewis’s picketed

camp. General Winchester arrived
the field, and
vainly endeavored to rally the de-

in great haste upon

moralized regular troops. who,
upon being flanked by a large body
of Indians, fled in confusion across

e



'7'.; - all efforts to stop the flight of the
~ troops on the south side of the
~ river were in vain. The Indians had

© with them to rally and make
other stand; and then, abandoning
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~the river, carrying with them cne

hundred men of Lewis’s regiment
who had been sent to their support.
Colonels Lewis and Allen joined
General Winchester in the attempt
te rally the men behird the houses
and fences on the south side of the
River Raisin, leaving the camp in
the picketed gardens on the north

. side of the river in charge of

Majors Graves and Madison. But

gained their flank, and swarmed in
the woods along their line of re-

treat to the Maumee, and shot down

and scalped the Americans by
scores, so that but few esecaped.
Within the space of one hundred

yards, near Mill Creck, nearly one

hundred Kentuckians were killed
and scalped. Even surrender did

- mot always save the fugitives from
- assassination. No.rule of civilized
~ warfare was observed.
. scalps were the chief objects for
- which the Indians fought, and they
- were not disposed to take any pris-
~oners. Scalps had a market value

Blood and

in Malden. where British agents
paid a stipulated price for every
‘sealp-lock’ that was brought to

£ them.

~Colonel John Allen had been

# wounded in the thigh in the attempt
. to rally the troops. He had followed

the men for two miles, pleading

an-

all hope, he was compelled by sheer
exhaustion, while attempting to re-

- tarn to the camp, to sit down upon
. a log. Here he was found by an

Indian chief, who, perceiving his
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rank, promised him his protection
if he would surrender without re-
sistance, and he did so. About the
same moment two other Indians ap-
proached, evidently with murder-
ous intent, when, with a single
blow of his sword, Allen laid
one of them dead upon the ground.
His companion instantly shot the
Colonel dead. ““Ile had the honor,”’
says MacAfee, ““of shooting one of
the first and greatest citizens of
Kentucky.”’

General Winchester and Colonel
Lewis were made prisoners by the
Indian Chief Round-Head, who
stripped them of their clothing ex-
cept, shirts, trousers and boots.
They were taken before the British
commander, Colonel Proctor, who
had great difficulty in restraining
Round-Head from murdering them
and in persuading him to give bhack
to them the military sunits he had
stripped from them.

While the Ameriean troops under
Winchester and Lewis, south of the

tiver Raisin, were suffering de-
struction, those under Graves and
Madison were mnobly defending
themselves in the picketed eamp
north of the river. Although fierce-
ly assailed with artillery as well
as with musketry, they repulsed
every attack, and had not the re-
motest intention of surrendering
their position. The formidable Brit-
ish battery was soon silenced by
the Kentncky sharpshooters be-
hind the pickets, who killed the
horse and the driver of the sleigh
that brought the ammunition for
the guns, and then picked off thir-
teen of the sixteen artillerymen
who were serving the battery. At
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10 o’clock in the morning Proctor
‘withdrew his forees to the woods,
‘and the Kentuckians within the
‘picketed inclosure quietly break-
fasted. While they were breakfast-
ing, a white flag approached from
the British lines, which Major
Madison supposed to be coming to
ask for a truce for the burial of the
dead. But the flag was borne by
Major Samuel R. Overton, of Gen-
eral Winchester’s staff, then a
prisoner, who was accompanied by
Clolonel Proctor. The British com-
mander had taken advantage of
General Winchester’s being  his
prisoner to extort from him an
order to Major Madison to sur-
render at once. Proctor had assur-
ed Winchester that as soon as the
Indians returned from the pursnit
and massacre of that portion of his
troops that had fled, they would
easily capture the command of
Madison, and that then “nothing
would save the Americans from an
indigeriminate massacre by the In-
dians.””  He carefully concealed
from Winchester the fact that Mad-
ison had defeated the British and
Tndians, and had driven them back
in confusion to the shelter of the
woods. Being ignorant of this fact,
and horrified by the butcheries he
had just witnessed, Gteneral Win-
chester vielded, and sent Major
Overton to Madison with orders to
surrender.

Although this order came in writ-
ing from his ‘commanding (eneral,
Madison refused to obey it except
upon the condition that the safety
and protection of all prisoners
from violence by the Indians should
be stipulated. Proctor stamped his

“arranged on the terms that all pri-

foot, and said in an insulting tone:
“8ir, do you mean to dictate to
me’’ Madison replied: ‘I mean to
dictate for myself. We prefer sell-
ing our lives as dearly as possible,
rather than be massacred in cold
blood.”” A surrender was finally

vate property should be respected;
that sleds should be sent the next
morning to remove the sick and
wounded to Amherstburg, Canada;
that the disabled should be pro-
tectetl by a proper guard; and that
the side.arms of the officers should
be returned to them when they
should reach Malden. Proctor
pledged his honor as a soldier and
a gentleman to observe these con-
ditions, but refused fo commit
them to writing. He never had any
intention of keeping the terms. .
The surrender was not fairly
completed before the Indians began
to plunder, but Major Madison put
a stop to that by ordering his men °
to resist it, even with ball and bay- &
onet, as they had not yet surren-
dered their arms. Such of the offi-
cers and men as were unwounded,
and all the wounded who were able
to mareh, were sent off at once to
Malden, and none of them were mo-
lested on the way. Alas, how differ-
ent the fate of the poor wounded
and sick Americans who were left
at Frenchtown! They had been '_'
promised thaf conveyances wonld
be sent to carry them to Malden the
next day. But rumors had reached
Proctor that General Harrigon was
rapidly advancing upon French- ¢
town at the head of an American
army, so, in order to assure his
own safety, the British command-




er left at once with all his white
- troops, leaving the wounded Ameri-
- cans without the promised gnard,
~and exposed to all the atrocities
~  which the Indians might choose to
4 perpetrate; and he refused to send
. the conveyances to remove them to
safety. It was evident from the first
that he intended to abandon them
~ to their fate; and that he also in-
tended to accelerate that fate seems
. assured from the fact that on that
night he gave his Indian allies a
- “frolic’” at Stony Creek, six miles
~ from Frenchtown, on the road to
Malden, where they were furnished
plenty of liquor to get drunk on,
~and it was certain that they would
- return to Frenchtown to glut their
appetite for blood and plunder.
- The wounded were faken into
. the houses of the sympathizing
- villagers and cared for by Doctors
; "Todd and Bowers, of Lewis’s regi-
. ment, who had been left behind for
- that purpoge. On the morning after
F - the battle, instead of the promised
~ sleds from Malden, some two hun-
~dred half-drunken Indians, their
. faces painted red and black in
'.-_’ooken of their hellish purposes,
- came whooping and velling into
- Frenchtown. They held a short
. council and decided to kill and
. scalp all the wounded who were un-
~able to travel; and they then pro-
~ ceeded at once to carry their fero-
& cious purposes into execution. They
- first plundered the village; then
L broke into the houses where the
~ wounded lay, stripped them of
~ everything and tomahawked and
~ scalped them. Two houses contain-
- ing a large number of wounded men

were set on fire, and the men were .
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burned alive. Those who attempted
to escape through the doors and
windows were tomahawked and
scalped. Others, outside the build-
ing, were scalped alive and thrown
into the flames.

Those of the prisoners who counld
walk were marched off toward
Malden, and when any of them sank
from exhaustion they were killed
and scalped. Major Graves who had
been wounded in battle the day be-
fore, was mnever heard of after-
wards, Captain Hickman was mur-
dered in one of the houses. Major
Woolfolk, wounded, gave out in
the march, and was murdered. Cap-
tain Nathaniel G. T. Hart, of Lex-
ington, commander of the historic
old Lexington Light InTantry com-
pany, and Inspector General of
Harrison’s Army, was removed
from a burning house, as he was
able to travel, although wounded.
e paid a friendly Pottawattomie
chief’ one hundred dollars to con-
vey him in safety to Malden. The
Indian placed Captain Hart upon
a horse, and started, but while still
in Frenchtown a Wyandot Indian
claimed the prigoner as his own. A
dispute between the two Indians
arose over the maftter, and they
compromised by agreeing to kill
Captain Hart and divide his money,
and clothing between them. There
is also a local tradition that the
Pottawattomie attempted to defend
the prisoner, when the Wryandot
ghot and scalped him. There are
many other versions of the tragedy
one of which is that Captain Hart’s
head was cut off and used by the
Indians, to play football with. Cap-
tain Hart was buried near the place
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of his murder, but the exact spot
is not known. Captain Elliott, of
the British army, was a personal
friend of Captain Hart’s. He (KI-
liott) had been in Lexington be-
fore the war, where he was very ill
of fever for a long time in the house
of Colonel Thomas ITart, the father
of Captain Hart. During that ill-
ness he had received many atten-
tions from the young gentleman
whom he now basely deserted in
his hour of greatest need. He had
sacredly promised Captain Hart
to send a sled to carry him to Mal-
den; but when reminded of that
promise coolly said: “(Charity be-
gins at home; my own wounded
must be carried to Malden first.”
When asked for the aid of a sur-
geon for the American wounded,
he said, ¢“The Indians are most ex-
. cellent surgeons.”

A few days after the massacre
at the River Raisin Proctor ordered
all the inhabitants of the town
to leave their homes and to move
to Detroit. They did so, and for
some time afterwards Frenchtown
was a scene of desolation. The dead
bodies of the Americans were left
Iying where they fell, but some of
them were buried a month or two
later by the men of Colonel Rich-
ard M. Johnson’s Regiment of
Kentucky Cavalry, who passed hur-
riedly over the battlefield on a
march to another point. But the re-
maing of the most of the massacred
Americans  remained unburied
until October 15, 1813, when the
vietorionus Kentuckians, returning
from the annihilation of Proector’s
army at the battle of the Thames,
in Canada (October 5, 1813), went

purposely to Frenchtown to bury
the remains. They interred with
military honors sixty-five skeletons
(all they could find) of those heroes
who had given their lives for
their country, and whose hones had
been bleaching in the wilderness,
unsepulchered for nine months. The
remains of those heroes were taken
up on July 4, 1818, and reinterred
in the cemetery of Monroe, Mich-
igan, the town which stands on the
site of the battle. In August of the
same year they were again taken
up and removed to Detroit, Mich-
igan, and interred in the Protest-
ant cemetery there. In 1834 they
were again taken np and removed
to the Clinton Street Cemetery, in
Detroit; and in September of the
same vear (1834) they were once
more, and for the last time exhumed |
and  placed in boxes marked
“Kentucky’s Gallant Dead, Jan- |
nary 18, 1813, River Raisin, Mich- |
igan,”” and at last and forever |
placed at rest in the State Ceme-
tery, in Frankfort, Kentucky. :

On February 25, 1871 while some |
exeavations were being made in
Monroe, Michigan, thirty human
skulls and numerous human bones
were exhumed—the remains of
brave Kentuckians who were mas- |
sacred there. These were probably |
the remains. of the men who had
been buried by Johnson’s Regi- |
ment, within a month or two after -
the battle. They too should sleep
in the State Cemetery at Frank-<
fort, beneath the shadow of the .
Battle Monument, upon ‘‘Fame’s .
Eternal Camping Ground.” :

Proctor reached Amherstburg,
Clanada, with his prisoners on Jan- i

LI AT R PATCEI



. uary 23, 1813, and on the 26th
- proceeded to Sandwich and De-
_ troit. Some of the prisoners were
- sent to Detroit, and others to Fort
George, on the Niagara River, by
way of the Thames. The latter suf-
- fered much from the severity of
~ the weather and the bad treatment
- received from their guards. At
. Fort George they were mostly
- paroled on condition that they
~ would not ‘“bear arms against His
- Majesty or his allies during the
| war, or until exchanged.”” General
- Winchester, Colonel Lewis and
. Major Madison were sent to Que-
- bec, and were confined at Beauport,
' near that city, until the spring of
- 1814, when they were released by
- a general exchange of prisoners
- which took place at that time.
 Iixcept one company of the 19th
. Infantry (““Regulars”), all of the
. troops who took part in the vie-
- tory at Frenchtown on January
- 18, and in the defeat at the same
- place on January 22, 1813, were
. Kentuckians; and, altogether, there
- were nearly a thousand of them.
- Their losses in the defeat of Jan-
- nary 22 were 290 killed and miss-
- ing, and 644 made prisoners. Out
~ of the whole army only thirty-three
- men escaped death or capture.
Proctor reported his losses as 24
illed and 158 wounded ; the loss of
_his Indian allies has never been
" known. He was made a Brigadier
General on account of his vietory
t the River Raisin.

. The tragedy of the River Raisin
' touched nearly every home in Ken-
tucky; and the whole State was in
“mourning, for the efflorescence of
its young manhood had  heen
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stricken down upon that fatal field.

It was a terrible blow, which was

long remembered. The first shock
of horror and grief was deadening;
but this was quickly followed by a
feeling of intense exasperation;

and from that time on the hattle-
ery of the Kentucky soldiers was

“‘Remember the River Raisin!’’
Nine months later (October 5,
1813), at the battle of the Thames,

in Canada, they rushed impetuous-
ly into the conflict shouting ‘Re-
member the River Raisin!’’ and

within an hour had destroyed Proc-

tor’s entire army; though he him-
self escaped by craven flight. He re-
ceived his just deserts in the form

of the censure of his superiors, the

severe rebuke of his sovereign, and
the scorn of all honorable men. He

was courtmartialed on account of
his flight at the very beginning of

the hattle of the Thames, and was

sentenced fo be publicly repri-

manded and suspended from rank
and pay for six months; and the

sentence was read at the head of
every regiment in the British army.

His Indian ally, Tecumseh, had

told him to his face that he was a

coward.

Among the heroes and-martyrs
of the River Raisin, sublimely
glorious even in disaster, whom
Kentucky has always been prond to
honor, were the following:

Colonel John Allen, commander
of the First Kentucky Rifle Regi-
ment. Allen County, Kentucky,
formed in 1815, was named in his
honor. Allen County, Ohio, and Al-
len County, Indiana, were also
named in his honor.
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Captain Bland W. Ballard, of
Allen’s Rifle Regiment. Ballard
County, Kentucky, formed in 1842,
was named in his honor.

Captain John Edmonson, of Al-
len’s Rifle Regiment. Edmondson
County, formed in 1825, was named
in his honor.

Major Benjamin Graves, of
Lewis’s Regiment of Kentucky
Volunteers. Graves County, Ien-
tucky, formed in 1823, was named
in his honor.

Captain Nathaniel G. T. Hart, of
Lewis’s Regiment. Hart County,
Kentucky, formed in 1819, was
named in his honor.

Captain Paschal Hickman, of
Allen’s Rifle Regiment. Hickman
County, Kentucky, formed in 1821,
was named in his hondr.

Captain Virgil MeCracken, of
Allen’s Rifle Regiment. MeCracken
County, Kentucky, formed in 1824,
was named in hig honor.

Captain Alney MecLean, of the
17th United States Infantry. Me-
Tean County, Kentucky, formed in
1854, was named in his honor,

Major George Madison, of Al-
len’s Rifle Regiment, was elected
Governor of Kentueky
without opposition. There was al-
ready a county in Kentucky named
Madison, in honor of President
Madison.

Captain James Meade, of the
17th United States Infantry. Meade
County, Kentucky, formed in 1823,
was named in his honor.

(laptain John Simpson, of Al-
len’s Rifle Regiment. Simpson
County, Kentucky, formed in 1819,
was named i his honor. He was a
member of Congress at the time of
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in 1816,

his death; and so was serving his
country both in the field and the
forum.

All of the above-named officers
except Major Madison and Captain
MecLean were either killed in bat- -
tle at the River Raisin, or were as- |
sassinated by Indians after they
had surrendered as prisoners of |
war.

(CloLoNEL JOHN ALLEN.

C'olonel John Allen, the most dis-
tinguished of the Kentuckians who -
fell at the River Raisin, " was in-
nately one of the greatest men who
ever lived in the United States. Al- |
though only thirty-one years of age
at the time of his tragic but heroie
death, he had already attained the
front rank of eminence in Ken-
tucky, and that, too, at a time when .
the stalwart young Commonwealth
was full to overflowing with bril- |
liant and talented men, who then
gave her a name which still clings
to her in tradition. As a lawyer he |
had outstripped all competition,
and in the Legislature, as well as’
at the bar, he was brought into for-:
ensie collision with Henry Clay,
Joseph Hamilton Daviess, TFelix’
Jrundy, John Rowan, Jesse Bled-:
coe, Isham Talbott, John Boyle,
Humphrey Marshall the elder, John’
Breckinridge, John Brown, John
Pope, and the Hardins—any one of |
whom would have been recognized |
as a great man in any age and inj
any conntry. Among these able and’
brilliant men John Allen had but
two rivals, Henry Clay and Jozeph
Hamilton Daviess. In the judgment’
of all who knew him, and were capa-
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le of judging, had he lived his
utation and fame would not
have been dimmed even by those of
enry Clay. In 1808, at the age of
enty-seven years, he became a
didate for Governor of Ken-
ky against the veteran soldier,
eneral Charles Scott, whose dis-
guished military record extend-
d from Braddock’s defeat, in 1755,
through the Revo]ution‘uy War,
‘down to Wayne’s victory at
he Fallen Timbers, Ohio, in 1794.
that time a man WIthout a mili-
y record had small chance for
election to any office in Kentucky,
against a competitor who had 5ueh
a record; and so John Allen was
eated h_\_-‘ a small majority.

‘When the War of 1812 com-
menced, all the surroundings of
Ohn Allen prompted him to yield
to a spirit of patriotic elation
which impelled him to the front. Tt
was not for such as he to remain in
nglorious safety in peaceful Ken-
uckv \\"hl]O calls for help were

cky Rifle Regiment, was recruit-
ed before the war was declared, and
John Allen was commissioned as its
Colonel on June 5, 1812, or about
two weecks before the declaration
of war by Congress. ““The hard-

the dead of the ensuing winter
pictured in his private letters
his wife. Those letters tell of the
departure and results of the expedi-
against Mississinewa., Fre-

tle Bland’ Ballard, son of the

ips of ‘the memorahle ecampaign °

nt mention is made in them of

Register of the Kentucky State Historical Society. - 27

old Indian fighter of the same
name; and of the gallant Simpson,
whom he had induced to study law,
and in whose early distinetion in
that profession he had a pardon-
able pride. They give details con-
cerning George Madison, the see-
ond Major of the command, after-
wards Governor; of Martin D, Har-
din, the first Major, who had mar-
ried his wife’s sister; and of her
young brothers, Dr. Ben and Rob-
ert Logan. One of the letters in-
forms Mrs. Allen of the death of
Lawba, an Indian son of Chief
Moluntha, who had been adopted
and reared by Mrs. Allen’s father,
General Benjamin Logan, and who
ever afterwards ecalled himself.
‘Captain Logan.” In a letter writ-
ten on Tammrv 21, 1813, the night
before his de'lth he said: ‘We meet
the enemy tomonow I trust that
we will render a good account of
ourselves, or that T will never live
to tell the tale of our disgrace.’”’

He was not dlqappomtgd in the
fate he eraved in case of defeat.
The manner of his death, after
surrender, has already beeu relat-
ed in this article. His body was
never recovered, so far as is posi-
tively known; but it is probable
that his remains were among thosge
gathered up on Oectober 15, 1813,
and buried by the Kentucky troopq
on their way home from the vie-
tory at the hattle of the Thames. If
this is true (and let ug hope that it
is) the ashes of the brilliant and
heroie Colonel .John Allen now
c~]99-p the sleep that knows no wak-
ing in the heantiful State Cemetery
at Frankfort.



